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The end of extreme poverty by 2030 is more than a dream for the Global Poverty 
Project and our supporters, the Global Citizen Movement – it’s a commitment. 
We understand that ending extreme poverty within this timeframe is ambitious. 
We know it’s not going to be quick or easy and will demand that we address all 
the complexities and issues at the heart of extreme poverty. We also know that 
ending extreme poverty will take people and organisations all over the world 
working together in a sustained and collaborative way.

A WORD FROM HUGH EVANS
OUR CEO
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That’s why we are so inspired by the work of the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), a partnership made up 
by the World Health Organization, Rotary International, the 
Centres for Disease Control and Protection and UNICEF. For 
the past 25 years, the GPEI has been working tirelessly to 
eradicate polio. Polio is a crippling but entirely preventable 
disease that continues to paralyse and kill children living 
in some of the world’s most vulnerable communities. For 
children affected by polio and their families, polio can be 
devastating, dragging them deeper into the cycle of poverty. 

The work of the GPEI has successfully reduced the 
incidence of polio around the world by an amazing 99.9%, 
putting the eradication of a human disease within reach 
for the second time in history. Despite such massive 
achievements, in 2011 GPEI’s efforts were under threat. 
Endemic in just four countries, it was low on the political 
agenda and funding flat-lined. 

The Global Poverty Project saw the need to advocate 
for renewed funding and resources. We also saw an 
opportunity: by sharing the story of polio, we could 
reenergise public support on other fronts to help bring 
about the end of extreme poverty sooner. Showing 
progress in the fight against polio highlights the lifesaving 
impact of foreign aid. Further, it demonstrates what 
humanity is capable of in the broader movement to end 
extreme poverty when we work together. If we can reach 

the hardest-to-reach children with vaccines, we can reach 
them with food, clean water and other health services.

So we launched The End of Polio campaign and rallied 
around the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) in Perth, Australia. The End of Polio 
campaign efforts proved instrumental when world leaders 
pledged an incredible US$118 million to help realise the 
end of polio. Our campaign efforts did not stop there. 
The End of Polio is now active in five countries, Australia, 
United Kingdom, United States, Canada and New Zealand, 
working to secure the political and financial support 
required to fully implement the GPEI’s Polio Eradication and 
Endgame Strategic Plan 2014 – 2018.

We would like to extend our thanks to the GPEI partners 
for the inspiration that led us to first get involved and for 
their support since. We would also like to sincerely thank 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Make Poverty History, 
RESULTS, and our corporate partners for helping build a 
powerful movement to secure a world without polio.

Last but certainly not least, a heartfelt thank you to our 
supporters and volunteers, including Ambassadors and 
Global Citizens everywhere. Without your commitment and 
energy, our work would not be possible. Thank you for 
bringing us closer than ever to a world without polio and 
extreme poverty. Indeed, as I write this, India has just been 
declared polio free.

CONTINUED
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WHY END POLIO? 
BY MICHAEL SHELDRICK, LEAD CAMPAIGNER, THE END OF POLIO

Polio is now a distant memory in 
most of the world. However until 
recently – that’s to say, within 
the last forty years – polio was a 
truly global disease. Polio affected 
millions, including in countries
where The End of Polio campaign 
has been most active. 
The development of polio vaccines in the 1950s led to North 
America, parts of South America, the United Kingdom, parts of 
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South Korea eliminating 
polio. The turning point in the modern push to eradicate polio came 
with the launch of the GPEI in 1988, at which time, 125 countries 
were polio-endemic. 

Today, thanks to the GPEI, we’re fighting the last cases 
of polio, which is at just 0.1% of its former prevalence. In 
2011, when we launched The End of Polio ahead of the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Perth, 
Western Australia, there were four polio-endemic countries 
– India, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria. Today, the 
successes of GPEI persist; despite genuine operational 
difficulty in reaching remote communities in sometimes-
dangerous contexts.

The link between polio and extreme poverty is genuinely 
indicative. Polio is a waterborne disease and the 
presence of polio is indicative of geographies that have 
poor sanitation, lack clean drinking water and practice 
open defecation. Polio is also indicative of countries with 
weak national infrastructures – like roads, healthcare 
and education – due to tough terrain, low gross national 
incomes, war and government corruption. 
Similarly, the link between ending polio and ending extreme 
poverty is evident. As one example, polio is a childhood 
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disease and so ending polio means reducing the incidence 
of child mortality, that is, children that die before reaching 
the age of five. Moreover, if we can reach the children of 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria with polio vaccines, we 
can reach them with other vaccines and health services
and achieve the dream of the Fully Immunized Child.

Ending polio in the three countries where it remains 
endemic – Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria – is a 
necessary moment in the history of ending extreme poverty. 
The risk of importation of wild poliovirus into neighbouring 
countries is high, due to natural trade and cultural links 
and migratory patterns. Failure to eliminate polio in the last 
three countries will quickly lead to the reintroduction of this 
highly contagious disease in fragile neighbouring countries 
to previously endemic levels. Put simply, the human and 
financial cost of not ending polio is far greater than the cost 
of eradicating the last 0.1%. While polio remains anywhere, 
it is a threat everywhere.

Through The End of Polio campaign we ask governments
to face up to their funding and resourcing responsibilities 

and than just getting on with it. CHOGM 2011 was a great 
starting point, which saw commitments made by both 
wealthier, polio-free countries like the United Kingdom, 
Australia and Canada and three of the then four polio-
endemic countries, India, Pakistan and Nigeria. 

The fact that polio featured on the agenda of CHOGM 2011 
– and with such great outcomes – was not merely the result 
of asking governments to contribute. We also demonstrated 
public support to provide the impetus for governments to 
act on our ask. On the opening day of CHOGM 2011, we 
held The End of Polio Concert, which attendees gained 
tickets to through taking action against polio. Our learnings 
from The End of Polio Concert led us to launch our Global 
Citizen platform and movement in New York’s Central Park 
at the Global Citizen Festival 2012 and 2013, the impact 
of which is contained in a separate report. This report 
focuses on our impact from The End of Polio campaign 
in 2013, which – like Global Citizen – has been guided by 
our learnings and successes since 2011. The End of Polio 
campaign has in 2013 operated against the context of the 
GPEI’s Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan, a 
plan that makes the final eradication of polio possible by 
2018.

Like in 2011, when GPEI was at risk of failing to secure 
necessary funding, we stand on a precipice, waiting to 
understand if those much needed funds remain secure. 
In 2014, times have changed and a new political and 
economic era stands before us. Yet again, we see the 
powerful role Global Citizens play in The End of Polio as
we advocate as a movement for the end of extreme
poverty by 2030. As the GPEI have since 1988, we
must act together collaboratively at all levels, as a 
movement of Global Citizens, to see through the end 
of polio and extreme poverty.

“The link between 
polio and extreme 
poverty is genuinely 
indicative.”

CONTINUED
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THE END OF POLIO CAMPAIGN:
2013 IN A NUTSHELL

The Global Poverty Project sees polio eradication as an important step in the 
mission to end extreme poverty by 2030 and has been involved with global 
polio eradication efforts for three years now. So when we heard that the Global 
Polio Eradication Initiative, or GPEI, were coming together to release a brand 
new plan – the Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 2014-2018 – to 
wipe out all polio everywhere by 2018, we put up our hands to help them raise 
the support and funds necessary to make that happen. 
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We worked to increase both the 
number and effectiveness of people 
taking action, directing Global 
Citizens’ efforts towards wealthy 
governments who could most afford 
to chip in. This report outlines the 
achievements of The End of Polio 
campaign throughout 2013, made 
possible by the actions of Global 
Citizens around the world.
All five Global Poverty Project country offices, United States,
United Kingdom, Australia, Canada and New Zealand, went in
hard early, making it their number one priority to engage our 
supporters to procure political support for polio eradication in
the first 6 months of 2013. We took a four-pronged approach; 
involving public action; strategically-timed events and speaking 
tours; direct, high-level advocacy and media. Each of these 
aspects is further discussed throughout this report.

By the end of 2013, over 65,000 people around the
world had signed our petition calling on world leaders 
to fully fund polio eradication efforts. In addition, our 
supporters had taken more than 28,000 further actions, 
including tweeting, posting on Facebook, writing emails, 
penning letters or signing petitions, with some even
meeting their elected representatives to personally 
encourage them to take up the case for polio eradication. 
Together, and with our partners, we helped build a global 
movement in support of eradicating this cruel virus.

We were helped along the way by one of our long-time 
supporters, Akram Azimi. In January 2013, Akram was 
named 2013 Young Australian of the Year. Akram has 
championed polio eradication since 2011 and chose to 

use his time as 2013 Young Australian of the Year to
spread the story of polio as widely as possible. Together 
with Akram, we recruited new supporters for polio 
eradication from all areas of Australia. For 12 months, 
Akram maintained a demanding schedule of travel across 
Australia, United Arab Emirates and Pakistan, speaking to 
thousands of people while generating consistent media 
attention. 

We generated even more media attention through the
2013 Global Citizen Festival held in New York inSeptember; 
political advocacy events in the five countries in which we 
are active; and through the activities of our Ambassadors 
for The End of Polio in the United Kingdom, Isle of Man and 
Australia.

Through major publications, television and radio networks 
our message was loud: the end of polio is in sight, so long 
as we secure critical funding and support to see the polio 
endgame through. And our message reached our political 
leaders. 

By May 2013, we had helped secure almost US$800 million 
for the GPEI from the governments of Australia, Canada, 
United Kingdom and even the Isle of Man. On page 26 of 
this report (Success!) these commitments are broken down 
in detail.

However, the battle isn’t over yet. A change in government 
in Australia means that a cloud hangs over the AUD$80 
million committed in May 2013. Will the new government 
honour this commitment? This is yet to be seen, although 
encouragingly the Abbott Government has maintained 
support at least for the remainder of 2014. And the GPEI 
still faces a funding shortfall of $1 billion to implement the 
Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 2014-2018.

What is certain is that we will rally the Global Citizen 
movement and other supporters for one more push, to 
convince the Australian Government to keep its promise 
to eradicate polio and to find the necessary political and 
financial support to see polio eradication through.

CONTINUED
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PUBLIC ACTION: 
BUILDING A MOVEMENT

A monumental achievement 
such as the end of polio is not 
possible without the financial and 
political support of governments. 
Governments, in democratic societies 
at least, represent their constituents 
and act according to their wishes. 
As Bono says, “we can’t blame the 
politicians because we have to give 
them permission to spend what is,
in the end, our money.” 
So we knew that if we wanted wealthy governments – namely, 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the 
United States – to fund the fight against polio, we needed to 
engage and mobilise large numbers of their citizens. And that’s 
what we did.

In the United Kingdom, we recruited 100 Global Poverty 
Project Ambassadors for targeted grassroots action and 
advocacy. Our Ambassadors rose above and beyondtheir 
task of each securing 100 new signatures for The End of 
Polio petition, collecting almost four times that amount in 
just a few weeks. 

The Isle of Man made their first ever multi-year commitment 
to GPEI following pressure from local Global Poverty 
Ambassadors. As a non-traditional donor to the GPEI, it 
is clear that the Isle of Man government was significantly 
influenced by The End of Polio campaign, run with the 
Rotary Club of Douglas.

We also activated 100 new Ambassadors in Australia to 
collect signatures for The End of Polio petition, now signed 
by over 16,000 Australians. In a reception at the Australian 

High Commission in Pakistan, Akram Azimi (2013 Young 
Australian of the Year and The End of Polio Ambassador) 
spoke in support of polio eradication and handed the 
petition to the Australian High Commissioner. The High 
Commissioner responded by saying, “16,000 Australians 
were difficult to ignore.” Akram and Michael Sheldrick, 
the Global Poverty Project’s Global Policy and Advocacy 
Manager, personally handed the petition to former Prime 
Minister Julia Gillard and the current Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott (who, at the time, was Leader of the Opposition). 
Michael - along with our Global Communication Coordinator 
Lauren O’Connor – also personally handed the signatures of 
almost 1000 New Zealanders who support The End of Polio 
to the New Zealand Ambassador to the UN in New York.

Our Australian Ambassadors for The End of Polio also got
in touch with MPs, through letters and face-to-facemeetings. 
In partnership with RESULTS, another 254 people wrote 
personalized, hand-written letters to then Foreign Minister 
Bob Carr asking him for new funding commitments for polio 
eradication.

“Our Ambassadors
rose above and 
beyond their task...”
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In the United States, we held our second Global Citizen 
Festival on 28 September 2013 in Central Park, New York 
City with 60,000 attendees. We directed our supporters to 
advocate for community health workers and GAVI’s “Fully 
Immunised Child”. In the lead-up to the Global Citizen 
Festival 2013, Global Citizens took more than 55,000 
actions in support of efforts to secure greater access to 
vaccines for children everywhere. 

One of the actions on globalcitizen.org was to sign the 
petition, which more than 4,000 Americans have done.  
Over 22,000 supporters wrote emails to their politicians, 
including Senators Moran, McConnell, Harkin Leahy, 
Graham and Collins, urging them to push for additional 
funding from Congress for polio eradication. After receiving 
emails from The End of Polio supporters and meeting with 
our team, Senator Collins said, “As the Senate discusses 
the fiscal year 2014 budget, I will keep the views of those 
who have signed this petition for polio eradication in mind.”

In 2013, our most passionate Ambassadors, presenters and 
speakers toured to share the story about polio and recruit 
petition signatures and new supporters. The US Spring Tour 
presented to over 80 universities, schools, Rotary Clubs and 
churches. In Brunei, d’Arcy Lunn was invited to speak to the 
University, local Rotary Clubs, the International School, and 
Standard Chartered Bank. 

With significant impact, we partnered with Akram Azimi to 
promote The End of Polio from his 2013 Young Australian 
of the Year platform. We arranged an extensive national 
speaking tour around Australia to recruit support for polio 
eradication amongst Australians and politicians. When 
it was announced that Michael Sheldrick had received 
the Young Western Australian of the Year, we organised 
a similar, but more locally-based pushed. The following 
section of this report focuses on Akram’s speaking tour
and the impact that it had.

CONTINUED

GAVI’s CEO Seth Berkley speaking at the 2013 Global Citizen Festival on the importance of vaccines.



theendofpolio.com
11

 

AKRAM AZIMI TOURS IN 
SUPPORT OF POLIO ERADICATION

Akram Azimi, the 2013 Young Australian of 
the Year, has proven to be a valuable ally. 
Akram has actively supported The End of 
Polio campaign since 2011, so we were 
extremely excited when he offered his 
services to us when he discovered he was 
about to receive this prestigious award.
Akram set the tone for his year as 2013 Young Australian of the Year by 
referencing polio eradication in the opening line of his thank you speech. The 
announcement itself was televised, and so everyone watching the ceremony 
from their home throughout Australia, saw him thank the former Prime 
Minister, Julia Gillard, for her support for polio eradication. In the days and 
weeks immediately following the announcement, media interest in Akram was 
incredibly high. 

We at Global Poverty Project and The End of Polio team made the
most of this opportunity. Our press release was picked-up by at least 
nine top Australian publications. We also secured interviews with ABC, 
Sky News, SBS and Triple J.

Throughout the year, interest in Akram and his story did not waver. 
Face-to-face, Akram spoke on the topic of polio eradication to more 
than 15,000 people – at schools, universities, Rotary clubs, community 
groups, faith groups and in civil society more broadly. Akram’s message 
has reached more than 15,000, and attained a media reach of 300,000 
people globally. Further, over and above his specific “polio tour”,Akram 
was invited as 2013 Young Australian of the Year to speak to over 
100,000 more people on other topics face-to-face – and always wove
in the story of polio. 
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WHY I JOINED THE CAMPAIGN 
AKRAM AZIMI, 2013 YOUNG AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR

“Why polio?” was a curiosity often on my 
audience’s lips.
 
Firstly, this is understandable if your only encounters with polio have been in 
history books. I, however, grew up in Peshawar, Pakistan, as a refugee under 
the dark and ever-present specter of polio. Sadly, I remember all too well the 
common sight of seeing a child playing cricket on the streets one day and the 
next being rushed off to the hospital. And even if they survived polio’s initial 
assault, they would never play cricket the same again. If only they had been 
vaccinated like me; if only they had received those two miraculous drops.
This is why I joined The End of Polio campaign in 2011.
 
Secondly, and regrettably, it is not well known publically that polio 
actually comes back with a vengeance for those who survived its initial 
assault. It is called post-polio syndrome and there is a whole generation 
of older Australians – and people around the world – that are struggling 
with a battery of very difficult symptoms. During my travels, I spoke with 
a significant portion of these inspiring Australians and they all impressed 
upon me one demand: “make sure we eradicate this disease once and 
for all – let us be the last to suffer so.” I gave my word to each of these 
elderly Australians that I would give it my best.
 
I came to my third reason in response to a question. An audience 
member queried an old trepidation: “why don’t we look after our own 
first?” Despite its superficial intuitive sense, this question assumes a 
level of disconnection not found in reality.  In so many ways, we cannot 
look after our own until our neigbours are looked after as well. So long 
as polio is anywhere, it is a threat everywhere. Because in contrast 
to us, the polio virus does not discriminate upon a child’s ethnicity or 
nationality – it does not care about lines on a map or social status. It 
attacks all nervous systems without discrimination. As such, so long
as this virus is out there – and capable of mutating – not only is it a 
menace to kids overseas but also to a generation of little Aussies. 
 
And lastly, the end of polio is within sight. As a Rotarian, I cannot
wait for this dream to become reality so that we can tell this global
story: look at what can be done if done together. And what can't
we do if we do it together?
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PERTH
4500

SYDNEY
2500

BRISBANE
1250

TASMANIA
1200

CANBERRA
700

COOMA
250

DARWIN
500

MILES
250

TWO ROCKS
150

JURIEN BAY
150

SHOALHAVEN
500

BROOME
300

MELBOURNE
450

KATANNING
30

NEW 
SOUTH
WALES
1500BUNBURY

1775

AKRAM AZIMI’S END OF POLIO 
2013 CAMPAIGN TOUR

Brisbane 1250
Broome 300
Bunbury 1775
Canberra 700
Christmas Island 200
Cooma 250
Darwin 500
Jurien Bay 150
Katanning 30
Melbourne 450
Miles 250
NSW Division of Parkes: 1500
   Mudgee 250/50/50        
   Dubbo 500
   Coonabarabran 200
   Narrabri 200
   Moree 250
Perth 4500
Shoalhaven 500
Sydney 2500
Tasmania: 1200
   Launceston
   Hobart
Two Rocks150 

Some of the locations Akram 
visited & the numbers of 
people reached through 
face-to-face speeches:
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WORDS FROM THE GOVERNOR
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

His Excellency Malcolm McCusker, AC CVO QC, 
Governor of Western Australia, had this to 
say about Akram Azimi:
“Akram has the great gift of enthusing his audience, whether it be young 
children or adults. Time and again, we have had comments from children
and teachers, saying how delighted and enthused they were by Akram.”

“I would be surprised if any Young Australian of the Year before Akram has
spent as much time delivering speehes and meeting people. He has been able
to promote such good causes as The End of Polio campaign, and philanthropy.”

The Governor of Western Australia has been a personal supporter 
of polio for several years; in 2011, he and his wife, Tonya McCusker 
donated $20,000 of their personal funds to global polio eradication 
efforts. The McCuskers are avid supporters of philanthropy more 
broadly and, in early 2013, launched their initiative Kids Who Give, 
which aims to nurture a culture of giving in Western Australian primary 
schools. As an Ambassador for Kids Who Give (along with our Global 
Policy and Advocacy Manager, Michael Sheldrick), Akram accompanied 
the McCuskers on many of their visits to primary schools across the 
state, encouraging children to give to others through such initiatives as 
The End of Polio.

Akram with Governor McCusker and his wife Tonya McCusker.

Akram and Michael Sheldrick with the WA Governor’s 
“Kids Who Give” committee. Polio eradication was one 
of the major causes promoted through the initiative.
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ENGAGING & ENCOURAGING YOUTH

“Michael and Akram inspired myself and my fellow
interacter Jasmine Bujalski to do something to end 
this horrible disease, and if possible we hope to 
extend this inspiration to the rest of our Interact club.

Thank you for your passion in this fight and the 
inspiration you have given me.”

TAMARA JOHN-NATLEY, Interacter and student
at St Patrick’s Parish School, New South Wales

After hearing Akram speak, this year 11 student raced to 
her locker. She came back with a $50.00 note – which 
she had been given for a recent birthday – to donate to 
polio eradication efforts. She later organised a bake stall 
fundraiser at her school, with the support of a friend and 
teacher, and raised AU$150.00.This group of young leaders in Bunbury (regional Western Australia) raised AU$500 for 

The End of Polio. They chose polio partly because of the media attention, demonstrating 
that our message has had broad reach across Australia, even to rural and regional areas!

As pointed out by the Governor of Western Australia, children and teachers 
everywhere consistently emphasised the positive impact of Akram’s visit. Here 
are just a few of the many comments we have received:
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“We were very fortunate to have Akram Azimi attend our 
school for a day earlier this year. Akram was able to speak 
with all of our students during the day and he impact was 
immediate. Students were highly engaged in his presentations 
which were able to focus on global issues of extreme poverty 
and polio in particular. Teachers reported back to me that their 
students were highly engaged and were able to empathise 
with those less fortunate. The conversations lasted for many 
days in the classrooms.”

IAN ANDERSON, Principal, Forest Crescent Primary School, 
Western Australia

After hearing Akram speak to their year 11 and 12 cohort, these boys 
organised a charity concert to raise funds for polio eradication efforts.

After hearing Akram speak, these two young ladies donated 
all that was in their pockets that day.

CONTINUED



theendofpolio.com
17

 

“Akram came to us through his work with  “The Global Poverty 
Project.” Akram’s message that “there is nothing that separates 
us from those living in extreme poverty but the sheer chance of 
birth” was a message that the students embraced. His work on the 
End Polio Campaign and the minimal cost of vaccination (US11c 
per vaccine) surprised students that eradicating a disease was 
achievable. Akram’s “anything is possible” approach to global 
poverty and empowering those living in extreme poverty (particularly 
women) makes him a powerful role model for our students; his youth, 
exuberance, life’s journey and sense of humour allows him to “get his 
powerful message” across to adolescent youth in 60 minutes. During 
the brief time our students were privileged to spend with Akram he 
gave them not only “food for thought” but the knowledge and tools to 
become true change makers.”

KATHRYN SALT, Teacher-Librarian, Scotch College, 
Western Australia

“I just wanted to let you know that I was so 
inspired listening to Michael and Akram speak. 
They both just have so much passion and 
belief in what they’re saying and for what they 
represent. It really makes people motivated to 
get involved! – and I’m no exception.”

MICHELLE SIM, Rotaracter

CONTINUED
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POLITICAL ADVOCACY: 
TAKING THE WORDS OF THE PEOPLE TO THE POLITICIANS

TOP: Akram with Mark Coulton MP speaking at a school 
in Mark’s electorate. BOTTOM: Michael Sheldrick and 
Akram meeting with Senator Brett Mason, now Australia’s 
Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs.

A word from Mark Coulton, Federal Member 
for Parkes:
“I first met Akram in Parliament House last year.  He was in Canberra lobbying 
for action to eradicate polio and as a patron of Polio Australia I was an obvious 
target for him.  His enthusiasm and charisma immediately caught my attention, 
so I invited him to my electorate for a three day speaking tour.

Akram’s tour of the Parkes Electorate was a huge success.  Whether they 
were in small groups or an entire school of twelve hundred, young people 
were soon enthralled by Akram’s message.  His story of his family’s escape 
from Afghanistan and arrival in Australia gave these students a very personal 
insight into a life very different from their own.  His connection with a group of 
boys who were in a young offenders’ program had to be seen to be believed.  
These hard case street kids sat open mouthed as Akram told the story of how 
“Napolean conquered France with a handful of men.

Akram has been an excellent Young Australian of the Year. He has motivated 
thousands of his fellow Australians to be better citizens, changed people’s 
perception of refugees and raised awareness of the need to eradicate polio.
I feel very honoured to have met Akram and I know many of my constituents
feel the same way.”
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MEETING POLITICIANS

Handing our petition to Australian Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott (then Opposition Leader)

The End of Polio team secured a lot of 
meetings with government decision-makers 
and leaders of all political persuasions in 
all the countries where the Global Poverty 
Project is active. We took to these meetings 
The End of Polio petition to demonstrate that 
there were 60,000 people behind us all the 
way. 
In Australia alone, the Global Poverty Project’s Global Policy and Advocacy 
Manager, Michael Sheldrick and Akram Azimi met with more than 30 members 
of parliament, including the former Prime Minister Julia Gillard, Prime Minister, 
Tony Abbott (who at the time was Leader of the Opposition) and now Foreign 
Minister Julie Bishop. 

In the United States, The End of Polio team developed innovative action 
on Global Citizen, coordinated targeted media activities and hosted 
33 meetings on Capitol Hill to pass on The End of Polio petition. This 
activity demonstrated to United States leaders the groundswell of 
support for polio eradication and the unified global commitment to get 
the job done. 

We asked all the government officials we met with to show their support 
for the campaign in a concrete and tangible way. Whether they were 
diplomats, bureaucrats, cabinet ministers or legislators, we asked them 
to express their support through tweeting, speaking in parliamentary 
debates, writing to their party leader and, ultimately, supporting an 
increase in funding from their respective governments.

Michael Sheldrick, The Hon Stuart Robert MP (LIB)
and Akram Azimi.
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Some of the politicians we inspired 
to discuss The End of Polio on social 
media include:

Australia: Julia Gillard, Julie Bishop, Melissa 
Marke, Teresa Gambaro and Andrew Leigh, 
and Senator Michaela Cash (Australia)

Canada: Salma Ataullahjan 

The United Kingdom: Justine Greening, 
Lynne Featherstone, Ivan Lewis, Sir Tony 
Cunningham, Rushnara Ali, Yasmin Qureshi, 
Tom Brake, Julian Huppert, Virendra Sharma, 
and Daud Yaar, Ph. D.

The United States: John Kerry and Senator 
Mark Kirk.

CONTINUED
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“This is the largest showing of support for 
ending polio that I have seen coming from 
everyday citizens.” 

US SENATOR HARKIN’S OFFICE (D-IA)

“Without the tireless advocacy of people such as 
Akram Azimi... we would not be as close as we 
are today to seeing the end of polio forever.”

AU MELISSA PARKE (LAB)

“Just met with the inspirational Young Australian 
of the Year Akram Azimi and the Campaign 
Manager for The End of Polio, Mike Sheldrick! I 
agree with Julie Bishop when she says ‘I hope 
that our legacy to future generations will be the 
total eradication of polio across the globe.’”

AU SENATOR MACHAELLA CASH (LIB)

CONTINUED

Politicians take the 
EOP Campaign to 
Social Media:
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HOSTING POLITICAL ADVOCACY EVENTS

In addition to meetings, we held political 
advocacy events at the Parliament or 
Congress of the 5 countries where we 
are active.
Australia: The March 2013 Global Citizen Gathering, hosted in 
partnership with UNICEF, was held on the lawns of Parliament in 
Canberra to catalyze support for polio eradication among Australian 
political leaders. Thanks to messages from supporters, the Global 
Citizen Gathering was attended by both ides of politics, including then 
Foreign Minister Bob Carr and Deputy Opposition Leader Julie Bishop, 
who both spoke of their parties’ continued support for polio eradication 
efforts.

Canada: Our newest Global Poverty Project office organised a 
Pakistani-Canadian Community Outreach Event hosted at Parliament on 
18 April 2013 by Senator Salma Ataullhjan, who also spoke in support 
of polio eradication. In the lead-up to the event, 25 messages were sent 
to the Minister by grassroots supporters. The Parliament room was at 
full capacity, with the event attended by 50 people – including Julian 
Fantino, the Canadian minister for International Cooperation – four 
camera crews for national networks and a dozen Parliamentarians.

The United Kingdom: At the UK Parliament’s Portcullis House on 23 
April 2013, Global Poverty Project UK held a  Diaspora Event,co-hosted 
by MPs Yasmin Qureshi, Anas Sarwar and Bernard Jenkin - to raise 
continued support for polio eradication and discuss the urgent need for 
sustained polio funding. The event was attended by several diaspora 
groups, Rotary nternational, and the UK Department for International 
Development (DfID) as well as Tom Brake MP, Sir Tony Cunningham MP, 
Lord McConnell and the Earl of Sandwich . Virendra Sharma MP was 
one of the speakers, alongside Neeraj Kumar (Diaspora Volunteering 
Alliance) and Bridget Flint (British Polio Fellowship).

“I hope that our legacy to future generations will be 
the total eradication of polio across the globe...”

HONORABLE JULIE BISHOP, MP

“I pledge our commitment to the work still to
be done.”

SENATOR the HONORABLE BOB CARR 
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New Zealand: d’Arcy Lunn and Will Watterson presented to an 
audience of 70 National, Green and Labour MPs, NZAID/MFAT 
officials and key Rotarians to ask for them to push for more New 
Zealand involvement in polio eradication globally. In addition, they 
presented to over 30 Rotary Clubs in Australia, New Zealand, Brunei 
and Uganda with a particular focus on training Rotarians in Uganda 
to be advocates and social mobilisers for polio eradication and 
awareness.

CONTINUED

Michael Sheldrick, Dr Bruce Aylward (WHO), Dr Chris Elias 
(BMGF), Akram Azimi, Pablo Kang (Australian Ambassador 
to UAE).

New Zealand MPs and EOP supporters at an event
in Wellington, NZ



theendofpolio.com
24

 

TOP: Antoine Pouliot, Canadian Campaign Manager; 
Senator Salma Atalluhjan; and the Hon. Julian Fantino, 
Minister of International Cooperation. BOTTOM: Hon. Julian 
Fantino. 

TOP LEFT: H.E. Akbar Zeb, Pakistani High Commissioner 
to Canada. BOTTOM LEFT: Antoine Pouliot, Canadian 
Campaign Manager.

“The End of Polio campaign... 
has engaged more than 
1200 Canadians across the 
country, voicing support for 
Canada’s commitment to 
polio eradication.”
                                  Julian Fantino

CONTINUED
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these publications and channels allowed us to 
reach the maximum number of people possible, 
encouraging them to join our campaign or to just 
be generally supportive of their governments 
giving more funding for polio eradication. 

Written pieces from politicians increased 
our media reach and credibility. The 
Canadian Minister for International 
Cooperation co-authored an op-ed with the 
Global Poverty Project’s Canadian Director, 
Dominic Mishio. The former Australian 
Foreign Minister Bob Carr authored a blog 
piece about the Global Citizen Gathering 
held on the lawns of Parliament in Canberra 
in March 2013. Such pieces demonstrate, 
in writing, support for the end of polio – 
and can be used at a later stage to hold 
our leaders to account with respect to their 
funding responsibilities. We also arranged 
to place op-eds authored by Michael 
Sheldrick, Akram Azimi, Dr Bruce Aylward 
and philanthropist David Goldstone.

In the aid and development sector, we 
placed pieces in Charity Digital News 
(UK), Third Sector (UK), The Promota (UK), 
Civil Society Fundraising, End the Cycle 
E-news, Impatient Optimists, Polio News, 
polioeradication.org, Pro Bono Australia, 
RESULTS Australia blog, Third Force 
News, The Third Sector and the Tony Blair 
Faith Foundation blog. We also specifically 
targeted governmental decision-makers 
through the AusAID Engage blog, Embassy 
Magazine, DevPolicy, the Diplomatic 
Courier and Politics Home.

MEDIA 

The Global Poverty Project has secured more 
than 180 media pieces mentioning polio 
throughout 2013, with a reach of over 42 
million people. Our media strategy helped 
put polio back in national conversations. And 
we helped change the conversation around 
polio, inspiring others to urgent action with 
the story of the GPEI’s success and the risks 
of not finishing the job of eradication.
Whenever possible, we sought out top-tier media coverage, securing pieces 
by AAP, ABC (Australia), The Age, The Australian, BBC, Canberra Times, Chicago 
Times, Courier Mail, The Daily Telegraph (Australia), The Evening Standard, 
Herald Sun, The Independent on Sunday (UK), BBC World Service - News Hour, 
Islam Channel (UK), BBC News, MindFOOD (NZ), Ottawa Citizen, Perth Now, 

SBS, Sky News (Australia), The Sunday Times (Australia), Sydney Morning 
Herald, Triple J and The West Australian. Highly read (and often respected), 
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SUCCESS!
FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS MADE TO THE GPEI

Our grassroots efforts in cultivating support 
from within local communities and political 
advocacy pressured politicians to act and 
contributed to truly meaningful change:
The United Kingdom: At the Global Vaccine Summit in April 2013, the 
UK Government renewed their commitment to polio, pledging to fund 
polio eradication to the sum of £50 million per year for the next 6 years.

Isle of Man: In April 2013, Isle of Man became the first 2013 non-
traditional donor contributing towards the end of polio strategy by 
committing £90 000 over the next three years. 

Australia: The momentum of the commitments made at the Global 
Vaccine Summit – along with our public and political advocacy and 
Akram’s speaking tour - led the Australian government to commit an 
additional $80 million for polio eradication in May 2013 during Bill Gate’s 
visit to Australia.

Canada: At the Global Vaccine Summit, the Canadian Government 
pledged $250 million towards polio eradication.

The United States: In early 2014, Congress approved a final budget 
for 2014 that includes $205 million for polio eradication! This is an 
increase of $54.2 million, or 36%, from the funding allocated to polio 
eradication programs in the previous year!

In India, the infrastructure and innovations that helped India reach 
the hardest-to-reach children with polio vaccines are now being used 
to deliver other health interventions and routine immunizations. The 
polio surveillance system is helping build capacity for India’s Universal 
Immunization Program.

“Today’s result is a huge breakthrough. Because 
of this funding we’re one step closer to eradicating 
polio. But there is more to do. If we are to succeed, 
we need to secure all of the funds from across the 
world, up front, so that no child misses out on the 
polio vaccine. Only then will we eradicate the first 
human disease of the 21st century.” 

ELISHA LONDON, former UK Country Director of 
the Global Poverty Project

“The UK government has demonstrated incredible leadership in eradicating 
polio. This new commitment will go some way to securing the global funding 
needed to completely eradicate this debilitating and sometimes fatal, disease.
Our supporters have responded enthusiastically to this campaign, joining the 
incredible work already carried out by Rotarians across the world, by writing 
and visiting their MPs, engaging their local communities, signing petitions and 
educating the public on the importance of eradicating polio. We’re incredibly 
proud to have played a small part in this historic moment”

STEPHEN BROWN, current UK Country Director of the Global Poverty Project

CASE STUDY: THE IMPACT OF 
POLIO FUNDING IN INDIA

2012: 

0 cases

1985: 

150,000 
cases/year

2.3
million 
vaccinators

170 
million children 
vaccinated/year 
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THE BATTLE IS NOT OVER YET

The September 2013 federal election 
in Australia resulted in a change of 
government. Despite expressions 
of support before the election by 
the now Foreign Minister, Julie 
Bishop, the government is yet 
to reaffirm the commitment the 
previous government made to polio 
eradication – $80 million over four 
years. With $4.5 billion being cut 
from the foreign aid budget over the 
next four years, polio funding from 
Australia is under threat.

At CHOGM 2011, Australia’s commitment of $50 million until the 
end of 2014 led many other Commonwealth countries to follow 
suit and also make commitments. If Australia does not honour their 
pledge, we risk other countries reneging on their own promises to 
the world’s poorest.

New Zealand has been a long-term supporter of 
polio eradication and, in the past, has made financial 
commitments to the GPEI. However, we are yet to see
a financial commitment to help fund the Polio Eradication
and Endgame Strategic Plan 2014-2018.

In 2013, there were polio outbreaks in Syria and Somalia 
and polio cases in previously polio-free countries (Kenya, 
Ethiopia and Cameroon). This resurgence of polio, 
combined with traces of wild poliovirus detected in the 
sewerages in Egypt and Israel, highlights the need to fully 
fund the Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 
2014-2018 and seize the opportunity to eradicate polio
by the end of 2018. 
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LOOKING FORWARD

“...all countries 
must help fund 
polio eradication 
to help secure a 
polio-free world.”

In 2018, there have been breakthroughs with 
financial commitments made by Australia, 
the United States and the United Kingdom 
– but we need to remain vigilant to ensure 
that they remain aware of the public support 
for polio eradication and do not go back on 
their promises.
As a global community, all countries must help fund polio eradication to help 
secure a polio-free world. The Polio Eradication and Endgame Strategic Plan 
2014-2018 impacts all countries, not just those directly affected by polio. The 
financial burden of seizing the opportunity to eradication polio by the end of 
2018 is far less than the cost of continually funding the containment of polio. 
Moreover, polio is difficult to contain and can quickly affect countries that
were previously polio-free. Polio outbreaks in 2013 are proof of this.

Though the Strategic Plan accounts for outbreak response, funding 
shortfalls will prevent the full implementation of all parts of the plan,
by requiring the GPEI to push for more funding rather than focus on
vital polio eradication activities. This is also the reason for which all 
countries should rapidly convert financial pledges to upfront funding.  

In 2014, Global Poverty Project will push for the remaining $1.5 billion 
to be raised to fully fund the GPEI’s Strategic Plan. In a world where 
funding from national governments is being cut back, we will look to 
private individuals and companies to help fund the final push to end 
polio. Further, the Global Poverty Project will continue campaigning
in support of GAVI Alliance's work, calling on donor countries to
support its replenishment. 
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Global Poverty Project registered office 
http://www.globalpovertyproject.com/the-end-of-polio/ 

Policy
michael.sheldrick@globalpovertyproject.com

Communications & Media
media@globalpovertyproject.com 

Business Development & Partnerships
elizabeth.edelman@globalpovertyproject.com

General Inquiries
globalcitizen@globalpovertyproject.com

Child protection policy: Global Poverty Project operates a strict 
child protection policy, in line with local and regional legal requirements. All 
representatives of Global Poverty Project, our ambassadors, including Akram 
Azimi, passed all relevant criminal record and police checks before contacting 
or speaking in schools or with young people as part of this project.

The End of Polio campaign was run by Global Poverty Project, 
supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and in collaboration 
with Rotary International. 

CONTACT
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